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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF SEA3GHANT DENNIS WITHERS ON A 
PATRUL €O CORONATION GULF IN NINETEENS FIFTEEN,, 


JUNE lé~ Arrived at Fort Vermillion to-fay 6.50 pam. Stayed at 
the Police Barracks, had a very pleasant trip up-river,. 


June 20(Sunday)~ Pretty culet to-day, Bishop Lueas held Divine 
Service in the boat in the morning and evening, Attended both 
Services, Something unusual, Nothing else to do. 


dune 24< Arrived at Fort Chipewan at 6,45p.m. vent ashore with 
eev-es Returned to the steamer at 1,00. Fort Chipewan is a very 
pi¢turesque place consisting of a Roman Catholie Mission and an 
Anglican mission and a population of about 500, mostly half} 
breeds, It is situated en Lake Athabasea which is about ~ 125 
miles long and 50 miles wide,......«sThe Indlans held a dance,... 
Didnt attend as I haven't much use for them anyway. 


guly 23~ Left Fort Norman this morning with York boat and party 


consisting of myself Insp, la Const, Wright, D&arey Arden Q 
{ 
i} 


Wm, Proctor, manager of the H,B.C, , an Eskimo and famlly.eees { 


The trip up the river to Bear Lake a distance ef 90 miles, 


was made in 15 good hard working days. I have done some trav- 
elling in the nerth in the last five years and I ean safely say 
that the thirteen days up Great Bear River are the hardest pren- 
osition that I have tackled yet.......Every inch of the river 
has to be tracked or poled and one is nearly up to the wiist 
in water on the tracking line half the time, The water is terr- 
ibly cold , which ts not to be wondered at since the ice isn't 
¢lear in Bear Lake till the beginning of Augcust. Ve encountered 
ice en the shore of the rapids about half way up, The river 
abounds in fish, chiefly ereyling...... The river is bad tracking 
chiefly cutebanks, some of which are very steep, the rest is 
rough stones and very hard on the feet, I suffered the egonies 
of he~ with minessese. We pitched camp orrosite old Fort Franke 
lin which was established by Sir John Franklin when he explored 
this part of the north country, A11 that remains of the fort 
now ae an old shack, which I believe was bullt by the Indians, 
AUB Of 

Fixing wp tamresss the lake is beautifully clear: one ean 
gec the bottom at a depth of 80 or 40 feet and quite plainly 
see the fish swimming around, ‘The lake abounds with fine large 
salmon troutercseses : 

There is a settlement about one mile north of us of about 
150 Slavey Indians, ‘They are the most miserable bunch I've ever 
seen, and i've seen a good many. 

We diseharged the Indiens who brought the supplies by scow 
-and made ean arrangement with two white trappers, Americans who 
have a small schooner( which they bullt themselves) We are now w 
waiting for a fair windto begin our trip across the lake, which 
we should make in © or 10 days -with luck. 


Sept, 7 ( other itemsewindbound-) Tracked York boat to Darcy's 
gache opposite priests house, Decided to establish headquarters 
there, The Huskies have broken in the house and taken. or des 
royed nearly everthing, Flour is all over the place; they have 
no use for Itesess j . 

The Huskies have certainly put the fear of the Lord in the 
Indians, they won't even hunt dear on the mainland, There is 
sure to be a clash some of these days,...,No use on the Eskimo 
since the massacre at Hloody Falls by the Indians belonging to 
Samuel Hearne expedition to the Coppermine River when about 2¢ 
men women and children were massacred and mutillated, The Hskimos 
have neither forgotten or forgiven it. - | 


Oct, 1* Gloudy, D'arey Arden arrived this morning from Big Stick 
islandon the Harren Lands,.. Priests house at Lake Pouviere(?) 
pillaged and burnt... even the nails taken,, Mskimos are scared 
away, apparently, by so many white men in the country, 


Oet.29~ I and the “eskimo Ilivineh left the base with two d 
teams to patrol to Big stick Island,....Found no trace of skimos 
except a stick they had placed in the “barrens” eh directly 
to the coast which ts about 150 miles north.....Big stic 

is one of the places they use as a cache for caribou meat and 
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also to make their sleds. ‘They invariably come here once a 
year as this is the nearest timber to the coast. It is not an 
Island but simply a small belt of timber for which it gets the 
name of Island. 


{ The diary goes on to describe a trip to Fort Norman for the m 
mail, hunting and camp life in general~ The trip to the coast 
is missing) 


Coronation Gulf 
July 1915 
Great Hear Lake Fatrol, 
Re Catholic iriests, Fathers Renviere and Le Roux, Murderedby 
Copper River Eskimos during the winter of 1913, 
Statement of the Eskimo Kohahaj:: 

In the summer of 1915 I went to the brriests house on Lake 
Imornah to see them and to get something [ had bought from them. 
I was staying west of the lake at the time. Sinnisiah, Koahi 
and Kobiavik also came to the rriests home. Kobiavik sold a dog 

to father Rouviere, iI slept at the Friest's house and came 
back to the west end of Dismal Lake to make a sled in the timber 
there, I then went to the coast, 

After i got to the coast at the mouth of the Coppermine 
River Kkommith and kupeh came into camp with the two triests, 

They used Kommith's sled and stayed in his tent as they had 
none themselves and they camped an an Island in the mouth of the 
Coppermine River, Koaha eamped there also. 

The Priests stayed there two nichts and theng started back 
for lake Imernah in the morning, Before the Fathers started 
for home Le Youx and Kommith had a quarrel in which both were 
very angry. The 9uarrel started over two traps which Father 
Le Roux had promised to Kommith but failed to keep his promise. 
Kommith, it appears, took the traps and hid them and the Father 
found them, Father Le Roux wanted to ges away quickly( I suppose 
he knew they were in a jack-pcot)., After the oceurance the Fathers 
left the tent and went outside and Kommith got one of their rifles 
and hid it in the corner where the Huskies slept. Le Hows seached 
for the rifle and could not find it and got very angry again; 
but he afterwards found it. Le Roux and Kommith were both very 
angry by this time and Kommith wanted to kill Le Roux there and 
then and Le Roux loaded up the rifle and stood outside the tent 
and refused to enter it abain. 

The Huskies then put all the triest's possessions outside 
the tint and loaded them on the sled and Kkoaha sbood in the tent 
door as he did not wish to see the rriests killed, 

When the Priests were ready to go Kommith wanted to come 
outside and kill both of them, but the other Huskies stopred him 
and held him inside the tent. They were afraid that the white 
men would come back to the coast and kill all the Huskies, 

Koaha went to the sled and helped the +rriests harness their 
four dogs and went part of the way with them as some of the 
Huskies had rifles and he was afraid they would shoot after them. 
I told Father Rouviere that I think you are safe now so I will 
go back, I started back a little and saw Father Le Roux fire his 
rifle on the sled and start again, 

after I had slept four nichts i found that Uluksuh and 

Sinnisiah had started foe some place when all the Huskies were 
asleep. After 1 got up the Huskies tod me that Sinnisiah and 
Uluksuh were talking ebout going after the priests to kill them. 

they overtook the triests near a small lake and started to 
travel with them but left them in the afternoon and camped some 
place by themselves, Next morning they returned to the Priests 
who had not moved their camp and stayed with them all day and 
all camped that night together, 

Next morning they all started and the Huskies did the Killing 
Sinnisiah put a knife in Father Le Roux's back and told Uluksuh to 
finish him off while he killed Father Rouviere who was ahead 
ef the dogs and wastrying to get back to the sled to help Father 
Le Roux but failed. Sinnisiah started for him with a knife 
but Houviere turned and ran to a large clay hole so Sinnisiah 
shot him as he was running. The Father sat down and both the 
repens went to him and Sinnisiah stuck a knife into him several 
times 
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Sinnisieah then struck one foot and face and arm with the 
blade of the axe and left him, 

The place where these murders took place is about 15 miles 
from the coast and about one hundred yards from the Coppermine 
River. we discovered the lower jaw of Father Le Houx, also a 
Spel the last entry being Nov, 17, 1915, and a few pieces of 
clothing. 

father Rouviere's body, or what ia left of it, lies in a clay 
hole, We sould not recover any part of it as there was too much 
drift and snow over the place, 

Sinnisiah was arrested in Vietoria Land on the tenth of May 
and Uluksuh in Coronation Gulf, midnight, 22nd of May, 1916, 


June 20 1916 

Gonst Withers, Wright, Special Const, Hlevanah and family, 
and Indien Jonas Soldat and family left Dease Bay and sailed 
bol a good wind to near big Island , where we were held up 

VY 10S, 
Tuesday July 43 

Wind calmed down a little and settled in the west, Darden, 
Chipman and Indian Harry came into camp this evening, They are 
across the point about eight miles sawayand have been held up 
here for six days. I made arrangements for Arden and Chipman 
to accompany us in our boat for the remainder of the distance 
to Fort Norman, We have a chance to catch the 5,5, MacKenzie 
VOCseese 
July 6: 

Hedto move tamp at 9 P.M,, lee closing in, ‘Wade about six miles 
and pushed the boast ashore through the tice 
July il: 

Karly this morning ea good breeze sprang up, We «ot every= 
thing aboard and around the edge of the ice and hoisted sail 
for exactly ten minutes when the wind veered to the north{head), 
ston “Pee of making the steamer are pretty slim now, 

Fav? 

Struck camp at 1 pet. and roweddown river for about ten miles 
but hed to go ashore at three, the wind too strong to steer the 
boat, Stuck on bar today but pulled off 6.4, after a little 
labourin the water-pretiy cold job. 
guly 21: 

Water low, impossible to take York boat down, Decided to abe 

andon her and leave Eskimo and femily in charge, while we proceed 
to Norman. sees Reached there at 1*30 aemy. 
July 28: 

Left Norman at S#“Oseernes 
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